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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
FEEDING AND HOUSING STUDENTS BIG BUSINESS AT ILLINOIS COLLEGES 
CHARLESTON -- Contrary to popular belief, more than pizza and popcorn is 
consumed by hungry college students at Illinois' colleges and universities. They're 
eating cottage cheese, milk, juice, fresh fruit and other healthy foods as well, and 
in staggering amounts. 
Eastern Illinois University housing officials recently tallied a year's worth of 
groceries purchased for the thousands of students residing in the university's 
residence halls. They also compiled a list of what it takes to house college students 
in the 1 990s and released a report to the Eastern Board of Trustees that shows 
university housing has become big business. 
"Our operating budget for university housing and dining services is now more 
than $18 million per year," said Bill Schnackel, housing director. "That pays for 
staff, overhead, utilities, food and everything else it takes to meet the needs of 
5,000 students who live in Eastern's residence halls, apartments, fraternities and 
sororities." 
Eastern, unlike many universities, built and maintains residential space for the 
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campus' 19 Greek chapters. The university also operates 12 residence halls and 
300 apartments for students, a total of 665,000 sq. ft. of space covered by 
187,000 sq. ft. of carpet and 139,000 sq. ft. of tile. 
There are 1 09 personal computers installed in the buildings for student use. 
There are also 696 toilets, 949 sinks and 680 shower stalls, just for those who live 
in the residence halls and Greek Court. 
It takes more than 1,000 employees to operate the facilities and provide the 
38,000-plus meals on a weekly basis: 15 administrative staff, 22 support staff, 71 
building service workers and 900 student workers. It takes another 77 dining 
support workers to run the university's six dining centers. 
"You can't run a dining service for 5,000 diverse college students without 
extensive variety," said Schnackel. "We serve 447,000 servings of pizza each year, 
but we also provide 26 entree choices for lunch, 13 at dinner and 10 at breakfast 
on a weekly basis. We have vegetarian entrees, deli selections, a pasta bar, baked 
potato bar and a taco specialty line, fried fast foods, and an 'All U Can Eat Friday 
Night Buffet'." 
The amount of food consumed by Eastern students is measured in tonnage, 
specifically, 1 7. 6 tons of ground beef per year, 24.7 tons of chicken strips 
(approximately 49,000 chickens), 35 tons of bananas, 28 tons of lettuce, and 6 
tons of cottage cheese. 
Students consume 34,000 loaves of bread, 26,000 gallons of milk and 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 HOUSING 
46,000 gallons of juice annually. 
"Student dining services face competition from a myriad of restaurants and 
fast food outlets in town," said Schnackel. "It is to our advantage to provide 
students with plenty of reasons to eat on campus. The same is true for housing 
services. Residence halls are not just a place to lay your head anymore." 
In addition to sleeping rooms and dining centers, Eastern residence halls are 
home to an all-campus reading center, five computer labs, honors and tutoring 
programs, academic advising offices and numerous study areas. On any given day, 
persons will find classes being taught in student housing units -- up to eight classes 
per day in one residence hall. 
During the summer breaks, Eastern residence halls host summer camps, 
including athletic and music camps for more than 1,800 high school students each 
year. 
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